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7,482 participants, including:  
- 5,839 delegates (515 community delegates)
- 1,261 participants from Italy     
- 218 scholarship recipients (26 community
  scholarship recipients) 
- 296 media delegates 
- 158volunteers  

142 countries represented 
3,552 abstracts submitted 
50 sessions (23 non-abstract driven sessions, 27 
abstract-driven sessions)
9 plenary speeches 
39 exhibits 
31 satellite meetings 
6 scientific prizes and awards
142 delegates offset the carbon emissions of their 
flights 
1,723 Facebook fans, 2,000+ #IAS2011 tweets and 
38 blog posts 
20,000+ visits to www.ias2011.org (since Sunday,
17 July)

IAS 2011: The Numbers

Programme-
at-a-Glance

Conference
Blog

Plenary Session Highlights Key 
Issues
   
The plenary session will reflect the growing interest in the 
scientific path to an HIV cure and highlight the need to scale up 
programmes to more effectively address the issues of HIV 
transmission linked to injecting drug use and the unacceptably 
high mortality rates amongst pregnant women and young 
children in sub-Saharan Africa and Southeast Asia.

Ending HIV Transmission in Drug Users by 2015
Nora Volkow (United States), Director, National Institute on 
Drug Abuse (NIDA), will note in her plenary talk that although 
injecting drug use is the most commonly recognized drug 
use-related vector for HIV transmission, non-injecting drug use 
can also increase the likelihood of HIV transmission through 
intoxication that alters judgment and prompts greater risk 
taking. Drug use also affects the course of HIV infection by 
damaging the immune system (e.g., opiates, alcohol) and 
through drug interactions with antiretroviral therapy (e.g., 
alcohol) and compromised adherence with HIV treatment 
regimes. All of these factors can worsen clinical outcomes. 

Access to comprehensive interventions including drug abuse 
treatment, needle exchange programmes and community 
outreach are effective HIV prevention strategies for drug 
users. Research shows that proactively seeking out drug 
users to test them for HIV and engaging them in both drug use 
treatment and HAART (for those who test tpositive) can 
improve patient outcomes and prevent HIV transmission and 
incidence at the population level. 

Caring for Mothers and Children: Towards the Millennium 
Development Goals
In her plenary remarks, Philippa Musoke (Uganda) of the 
Department of Pediatrics and Child Health, Makerere Univer-
sity, will argue that although progress has been made in reduc-
ing maternal and child mortality in most regions of the world, 
this improvement remains inadequate in most countries to 
meet the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 4 and 5 by 
2015. 

In sub-Saharan Africa, HIV infection contributes significantly to 
the morbidity and mortality of women and children. Without 
antiretroviral therapy, HIV-infected children have a very high 
mortality, with 50% dying by age two. Over the last decade the 
reductions in maternal and child mortality in sub-Saharan 
Africa and Southeast Asia have been related to implementa-
tion of prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmission 
(PMTCT) programmes. 

Further scale-up and coverage of PMTCT programmes are 
critical to improving the lives of infected women and children. 
In addition, education of the girl child, empowering women to 
be economically independent, and providing family planning 
services are also crucial. Strengthening national maternal, 
newborn and child health programmes for the provision of 
antenatal and postnatal care for all pregnant women, 
increased immunization coverage rates, exclusive breastfeed-
ing and nutritional support for all infants remain a priority.  
  

IAS 2013 in Kuala Lumpur
The 7th IAS Conference on HIV Pathogenesis, Treatment and 
Prevention (IAS 2013) will take place in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia, 30 June to 3 July 2013. IAS 2013 will be organized by the 
International AIDS Society in partnership with the Centre of 
Excellence for Research in AIDS, University of Malaya. 
Françoise Barré-Sinoussi is the International Chair and 
Adeeba Kamarulzaman is the Local Co-Chair.
Malaysia is the first Asian nation to host the conference. As a 
region with the largest geographic area and population, 
dramatically varied levels of wealth, diverse epidemic 
patterns, and a complex mix of structural and behavioural 
determinants of risk, Asia and the Pacific is faced with signifi-
cant challenges in terms of its HIV epidemic. By bringing the 
conference to the region, delegates from all over the world can 
learn from the important successes and challenges of those 
working in Asia.
See you in Kuala Lumpur.

Donation Boxes
Remember that you can place any items you do not wish to 
take home (delegate bags, stationery, printed materials, etc.) 
in one of the “donation boxes” located in the concourse. They 
will be donated to a local organization serving people in need.

Continued overleaf >>
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Wednesday Programme Highlights
   
The Impact of the Economic Crisis on HIV Programmes: 
Is Integration of Services and Operational Research the 
Solution? (WESY02)
11:00, Session Room 3
The session will examine solutions to the detrimental impact 
of the current economic crisis, which threatens the sustain-
ability of funding for HIV programmes, and will advocate 
further scaling up of resources, as well as efficiency, gains for 
reaching universal access by 2015.

Late Breaker Cross-Track A/B 
14:30, Session Room 3

Bridging Session: Drug Resistance: A Bridge from Basic 
to Operations Research (WEBS01)
14:30, Session Room 1
Resistance is still a factor limiting both the efficacy of antiviral 
drugs and the ability to control the spread of HIV. In this 
session, key scientists, clinicians and policy makers will 
discuss issues such as implementation and new technolo-
gies and set the stage for intervention in this field.

Late Breakers Tracks A, B, C, D
16:30
Track A, Mini Room 4; Track B, Session Room 1; Track C, 
Session Room 2, Track D, Session Room 3.

Help Us Evaluate IAS 2011
Please complete the online anonymous survey that will be 
emailed to you in late July. Your feedback is critical to evalu-
ating the performance of the conference and assessing its 
immediate and longer-term impacts. Main survey findings will 
be presented in the IAS 2011 Evaluation Report, which will be 
posted on the conference website in December 2011. Your 
feedback will be carefully taken into consideration for 
planning the next IAS conference (IAS 2013). 

Towards an HIV Cure
Eric Verdin (Belgium), Professor of Medicine, University of 
California, will review current research in the field of HIV 
persistence and its potential future impact on HIV eradica-
tion. The eradication of HIV will require the elimination of 
persistent HIV during suppressive therapy and the the source 
of persistent HIV in those on HAART suppressive therapy is 
a current topic of debate.

Recent studies of treatment intensification have showed 
persistent viremia may arise from several different sources, 
including latent HIV in resting CD4 T cells. HIV eradication 
strategies currently focus on small molecules that activate 
viral transcription in CD4+ T cells. These include inhibitors of 
histone deacetylases and nuclear factor kappa B activators.

Three Researchers Receive 
IAS/NIDA Grants
The IAS and the U.S. National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) 
announced the recipients of their third annual joint research 
fellowships to advance the scientific understanding of drug use 
and HIV, while fostering international collaborative research in 
the field. The US$75,000 fellowships are awarded to junior 
scientists for 18-month post-doctoral training, or to 
well-established HIV researchers for an eight-month  profes-
sional development training, both at leading host institutes 
excelling in HIV-related drug use research.

Grantees
Huaihui Zhang, China; Project: brief assessment and a modu-
lar, education-based intervention for methadone maintenance 
treatment patients who are at risk of HIV infection in Shanghai, 
China. Mentor: Richard Schottenfeld, Professor of Psychiatry 
at the Yale University, School of Medicine.
Iko Safika, Indonesia; Project: Depression, drug use and 
high-risk sexual behaviours among men who have sex with 
men and transgenders in Jakarta, Indonesia. Mentor: Timothy 
Johnson, Director of the Survey Research Laboratory and 
Professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
Jinmei Meng, China; Project: HIV, drug use and the law in 
China: bridging the penalization of drug use and HIV risks of 
injecting drug users. Mentor: Scott Burris, Professor of Law at 
the Temple University, School of Law.

Rapporteur Reports Available
An international team of rapporteurs is preparing summaries of 
all sessions, along with daily track summaries. Community 
leaders are also sharing their perspectives. Reports are 
available on the conference website through a tab on the 
homeage and through the Programme-at-a-glance. Final 
rapporteur presentations and community summary will begin 
at 18:00 in Session Room 1.

A special thanks to the Scientific Programme Committee and Track 
Committees.

Co-Chairs: Elly Katabira, Stefano Vella
Community Advisory Group Representative: Evan Collins

Track A: Basic Sciences
Co-Chairs: Carlo Federico Perno, Guido Silvestri, Luis 
Soto-Ramirez
Members: Massimo Andreoni, Mario Clerici, Daniel Douek, Frank 
Kirchhoff, Michael Lederman, Sharon Lewin, Mariza Morgado, 
Michaela Müller-Trutwin, Coumba Toure Kane, Mark Wainberg 
 
Track B: Clinical Sciences 
Co-Chairs: Judith Currier, Adriano Lazzarin, Papa Salif Sow 
Members: Andrea Antinori, Tendani Gaolathe, Roy Gulick, Adeeba 
Kamarulzaman, Andrew Kambugu, Cristina Mussini, Héctor Pérez, 
Debbie Persaud, Jürgen Rockstroh, Paul Volberding 

Track C: Prevention Science 
Co-Chairs: Quarraisha Abdool Karim Chris Beyrer , Barbara Ensoli 
Members: Elizabeth Bukusi, Patrizia Carrieri, Connie Celum, 
Beatriz Grinsztejn, Newton Kumwenda, Giuseppe Pantaleo, 
Gabriella Scarlatti, Patrick Sullivan, Frits van Griensven

Track D: Operations and Implementation Research
Co-Chairs: Francesco Castelli, Jean-Paul Moatti, Subhasree Sai 
Raghavan 
Members: Alexey Bobrik, Lalit Dandona, Simone Marcotullio, 
Nicolas Meda, Paula Munderi, Nancy Padian, Soumya Swamina-
than, Marco Antônio de Ávila Vitória, Zunyou Wu
 

Thank You

Oral Abstract Session WEAA01 Models of Protection: Santiago 
Perez is unable to attend. Asier Saez-Cirion, France, will co-chair.

Oral Abstract Session WEAX02 Integration of Reproductive 
Health and HIV: Promoting Choice, Access and Reducing Risk: 
Abstract WEAX0204 will be presented by Deborah Watson-Jones, 
United Kingdom.

Late Breaker Session WELBD: Abstract WELBD03 was withdrawn. 

Late Breaker Session WELBC: Abstract WELBC01 was moved to 
session MOAX01. It will be replaced by the Abstract MOLBPE048, 
presented by Alicja Bula, Poland.

Symposia Session WESY02 The Impact of the Economic Crisis 
on HIV Programmes: Velephi Okello, Swaziland, will present 
National HIV Programmes: which synergies with health systems and 
health care financing?. In the panel discussion, Svetlana Moroz, 
Ukraine, will replace Konstantin Lezhentsev and Haileyesus 
Getahun, Switzerland, will replace Mario Raviglione. 

Programme Updates 


